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Hi Joe - were you interested in taking to someone re: upcoming elections? 

They are next week! I attached the NDI Pre-Election Assessment for your review. 

Suggestions for an interview would be: 

Former Ambassador Ed Gabriel - who you know 

Anouar Boukhars - former visiting fellow with the Brookings Doha Center. He is a regional specialist and a 
regular commentator on Arab democratization, U.S. policy in the Middle East, and international security. He 
currently holds the position of assistant professor of international relations at McDamel College. 

Dr. J. Peter Pham - director of the Michael S. Ansari Africa Center . fuiLMo 

You could speak to all of the above if you like - they are all incredibly well versed on the MENA region and 
the political environment in Morocco. 

Anouar is speaking tonight at the Middle East Institute at Columbia University on: The Moroccan 
Constitutional Reforms and the Forthcoming Elections: Prospects of a Genuine Democracy/ 

Dr Pham recently spoke with Ambassador Gabriel at The Atlantic Council at the panel: Ripples Across The 
Sands: The Impact of the Fall of Gaddafi on Security in the Maghreb and Sahel - link has full audio. 

Let me know if this is of any interest to you and I can schedule the calls! 



Best, 
Sara 



sata parker 

senior vice president 

202-479-7145 

skype: sara. parker. grayling 

www,grayiing ; cj)rn 
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Statement of the 
International Pre-Election Assessment Delegation to 
Morocco's 2011 Legislative Elections 

Rabat, 26 October 2011 

Within the framework of a new observation law and following discussion with relevant Moroccan 
government authorities, the National Democratic Institute (ND1) organized a pre-e ection 
assessment mission from October 20 to 25 as part of the Institute's overall international election 
observation mission for legislative elections scheduled in Morocco on November 25, 2011. The 
purposes of the delegation were to demonstrate the interest of the international community m the 
continued strengthening of democratic political processes and democratic governance in Morocco; 
provide an impartial and accurate assessment of the political environment and electoral preparations; 
and identify areas in which improvements are needed and offer recommendations to improve the 
integrity and transparency of these and future elections. 

The delegation included: Pedro Sanchez Perez-Castejon (Spam), political expert, who has served as 
an elected member in parliament and municipal government; Francesca Binda (Canada), political 
party expert, currently NDI resident senior director in the West Bank and Gaza; Tova Andrea \Vang 
(USA), electoral reform expert, currently senior democracy fellow at Demos; and Jeffrey England 
(USA), NDI resident director in Morocco. 

During their stay, the delegates met in Rabat with representatives of political parties; officials of the 
Ministry of Interior; officials of the National Human Rights Council (CNDH), charged with 
coordinating observer accreditation; other government officials; civic leaders; citizen observers; 
media and representatives of the international community. Delegation members also traveled to Fez 
and Casablanca to meet with local government representatives, observers, candidates, political party 
leaders and other activists. 

The pre-election assessment is part of NDFs overall international election observation mission. In 
late October, NDI intends to field a team of 10 long-term observers who will continue to observe 
the pre-electoral period (including voter list review, candidate registration and the campaign period) 
polling day and the immediate post-election period across the country. In addition, an international 
delegation of approximately 30 people will visit Morocco for the week surrounding election day. 
That delegation will deploy around the country to observe the final days of the campaign period, the 
polling process, counnng, tabulation and the announcement of results. 

The delegation neither seeks to interfere in the election process, nor to render a final assessment of 
the election process. All aspects of the assessment were conducted in accordance with Moroccan law 
and international standards for election observation set forth in the Declaration of Principles for 
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International Election Observation. All recommendations are offered in the hope of supporting and 
strengthening the democratic reform process that Moroccans have undertaken themselves. 

NDI and the pre-election delegation appreciate the hospitality, openness and frankness all those 
who participated in the assessment. In particular, the delegation wishes to express gratitude to the 
CNDH for their invitation to observe this important process. 

Executive Summary 

Legislative elecnons now scheduled in Morocco for November 25, 2011 come nearly one year earlier 
than regularly planned. This year, Morocco has wimessed popular protests demanding an increase in 
power-sharing among government institutions and an end to widely perceived corruption and 
nepotism within the ruling class. In response, a referendum was organized in July, introducing a 
revised constitution for the country. A large package of laws governing the campaign and elections 
processes was also quickly enacted, though some of those laws have yet to be finalized Many 
Moroccans view the electoral process as a first test of the new constitution, the spirit with which it 
will be interpreted and how it will be implemented. 

Despite the shortened timeframe, the current electoral environment is marked by a number of 
positive factors. Perhaps most notable is the enactment of a legal framework for observation by 
domestic and international organizations, which codifies a right provided in the new constitution 
Most actors indicated that the election administration at the national level appears technically ■sound 
and professional. In addition, changes to voter identification requirements (instead of needing to 
present a special voter card, voters can now simply show the nanonal identity card) are perceived as 
a positive development to ease the voting process. Despite some inherent limitations, political 
parties recognize that citizens, and particularly youth, are looking to parties for change, and party 
leaders acknowledge the need to address citizens' aspirations and concerns in their campaigns and 
platforms. 

These positive elements, however, exist in the context of a continuing crisis in confidence in 
Moroccan political insututions and systems of governance. Tins crisis manifested itself as early as 
2007 when turnout in the last legislative elections reached a historic low of 37 percent and has 
continued m the form of ongoing public demonstrations. Leaders universally recognize the risk ot 
low voter turnout, acknowledging the sense that the public is not satisfied with developments to 
date and that low turnout could jeopardize the legitimacy of the new parliament and the reform 
process itself. Many activists, and even party leaders themselves, say that citizens still do not 
perceive the political parties as vehicles for change, exacerbating apprehension that the election wil 
be met with apathy. Broad concerns remain over the neutrality of election administration at the local 
level Without any significant changes to a complex electoral system and disproportionate districting, 
it is likely that a splintered legislature will again be voted in and some major parties will, as in 
previous elections, win fewer seats than their total share of the popular vote. 

Instilling confidence among voters and the broader citizenry in the integrity of the process and 
institutions will be the most important challenge during this electoral process. The task will tall to 
election authorities to impartially and vigorously apply relevant regulatory laws, pohtica parties to 
demonstrate responsiveness to the people's aspirations in their campaign programs and candidate 
choices and civil society to provide oversight and help connect citizens to the electoral process. 
Given the shorter-than-expected preparatory timeframes, Moroccan authorities need to demonstrate 
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flexibility in developing regulations and ensure clarity and broad efforts to communicate the rules 
and p'oc dures As L Moroccan people look toward a new legislature and government to 
Element pistons of the revised constitution and address issues of critical importance to them, 
they need to be assured of the will of political leaders to be responsive and responsible. 

The Electoral Context 

A complete assessment of any election must consider all aspects of the de£«^^ ^fj 
framework reflating elections, election observation, political parties and the media the political 
ZZZnt beforelnd during the campaign; voting and counting procedures; tabulation and 
announcement of results; mechanisms for complaints and their resolution; and unpten^o 
the election results. Analysis must draw on information from the pre-election period, election day 
and the immediate post-election period. 

In the context of the Morocco's recent constitutional and electoral reforms, an assessment of the 
election must also take into account the political environment in which -forms were « Und 
the degree to which the election process will be able to respond to - and will be perceived to 
respond to - Moroccans' expectations and aspirations. Indeed, the electoral process may be seen as 
a 1st test of Morocco's new constitution and the spirit with which it will be interpreted and 
implemented. 

Leading into the 2007 parliamentary elections - the first observed by an independent 
delegation - Morocco had undergone a decade of significant change as the country explored greater 
political and social openness within the framework of a centralized monarchy In ge ^^1 
International observation report in 2007 noted that voting day on September 7 for the chamber of 
representatives was conducted in an orderly and transparent manner. However low vote turnout 
(3? percent) and a high rate of blank, spoiled or protest ballots (19 percent) indicated that the 
Moroccan political system had not yet overcome the challenge of inspiring voters and vote 
confidence in legislative institutions, elected officials, candidates and parties. In the 2009 mumapal 
elections stronger turnout rates (52 percent) and further professional™ of the e ection 
administration signaled a step forward. At the same time, a high rate of complaints (the equivalent of 
eight for every 100 voters) and invalid votes signaled that underlying issues had not been addressed 
The October 2009 indirect elections for one third of the chamber of councilors revealed torthei 
discontent among and within political parties, including allegations of fraud and partiality on the part 
of the administration. 

As neighboring Tunisians, Egyptians and Libyans took to the streets during the Arab Spring, young 
Moroccan organisers rallied crowds across the country in unprecedented, simultaneous street 
protests demanding an increase in power-sharing and an end to corruption and nepotism within the 
ruling class. In response to the February 20 Movement - which took its name from the first day of 
protests - and their continued demonstrations, on March 9 King Mohamed VI announced die 
formation of a committee tasked with proposing amendments to foe Moroccan constitution. On 
July 1 less than four months later, 73 percent of Moroccans reportedly turned out tor the 
referendum and more than 98 percent of those voted in favor of the new constitution. 

Despite the overwhelming result in favor of the new constitution, the vote was also marked by 
continuing debates between political interests over whether the constitutional amendments were 
sufficient to bring about real change. Many groups pointed to significant improvements, including 
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the guarantee to name the Prime Minister from the party which holds the most parliamentary seats, 
the Prime Minister's expanded power to name senior civil servants, the pursuit of parity between 
men and women, and the recognition of Ama^h, the language of the country's indigenous Berber, 
as an official language. However, some Moroccans also expressed concern that the referendum 
campaign period was yet another example of what they perceive as an unfair playing fie Id as 
supporters of the constitution had access to state resources and assistance from religious authority to 
lock in the overwhelming approval. 

In mid-July, the Ministry of Interior initiated discussions about the date for early elections as a 
necessary next step following constitutional reform. Following a series of consultations with political 
parties, November 25, 2011 was announced as the polling date. Meanwhile, political parties, erne 
groups and other interested parties turned their attention to reviewing and seeking to make their 
voJs heard on the package of revised electoral laws, including the laws on the Camber of 
representatives, political parties, observation, electoral districting and the electoral kst, all of which 
presented to party leaders in draft form by the Ministry of Interior Whde broad ^eernent wa 
reached on the need for elections earlier than the regularly scheduled October 2012 date, he 
November 25 date left Htde time for meaningful discussion, review, consultation and input into the 
various pieces of legislation. 

This process of review of the electoral legislation was critical; it was the first test of whether the 
parliament and parties could and would reach their potential to play a more meaningful role as 
provided in the new constitution. The electoral framework content was equally important; decisions 
about the electoral system, districting, political party regulation and observation will determine 
whether the forthcoming elections will result in a parliament that will look and be able to act 
differently. At this stage, however, not all legislation, decrees or related regulations have been 
clarified, finalized or publicized. 

Some of the specific aspects of the electoral context for the 2011 parliamentary elections are 
discussed below. 

Electoral Framework: Following the constitutional referendum, the Ministry of Interior presented 
political party leaders with hard copies of the initial package of dratt revised laws in mid-July, 
including the laws on the chamber of representatives, political parties and observation. Alter the 
Ministry shared the draft laws, a series of discussions between the administration and political parties 
took place. Political parties were able to offer input and suggestions on the legal framework during 
tins period, though there was a relatively short amount of time to review the drafts and provide 
input given the volume and scope of the legislation. For civil society, party members and other 
actors the reform of the framework seemed to take place through closed-door discussions with no 
opportunity for outside input. Little debate took place in either of the chambers of parkament; in 
fact less than one quarter of the elected members in the lower house attended sessions when voting 
on the legislation took place. While the resulting laws do provide for some changes to die electoral 
framework, the legislative process raised concern and reinforced public perceptions that the way in 
which decisions were made was business as usual. 
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The 2011 revisions maintain the same proportional representation, largest remainder system both 
for multi-member districts and a national list as existed in 2007. 1 The rnimmum threshold to take 
seats in the parliament for the district lists was maintained at six percent while th< : threshold for -to 
national list was decreased to three percent at the request of smaller parties. While NDI he d 
differing views on the threshold, no one with whom NDI met expressed strong feelings about the 
thresholds on either lists. This system inherently creates splintered legislatures given the number of 
parties because it is virtually impossible to win more than one seat in a district. The comple^t^ of 
the allocation of votes and the fact that it produces outcomes other than those expected also seems 
to lead to misunderstandings and suspicions among citizens and party officials. 

Candidate Usts: Recognition of parity among men and women in die new constitution is a strong step 
for ensuring women's participation, in political processes and more broadly aero s Moroccan 
society Wile the national list had been reserved exclusively for women since its introduction m 
2002 on the basis of an informal agreement among political parties, the new electoral law codifies 
the reservation for women. Though the law reserves 60 seats exclusively for women .ca a separate 
national list, many women activists expressed disappointment at this outcome; with the increase in 
the number of seats overall, the law only increases women's representation from 9 percent to 
approximately 15 percent of the legislature - not the parity some women s organizations were 
originally seeking or even the one third or one quarter quotas that were subsequently suggested 
Moreover, many women would have preferred that the full 90 seats of the national list be reserved 
for women. However, the new electoral law also provides for the inclusion of 30 male youth seats 
on the national list. 2 Although encouraging the participation of youth in politics is a positive step to 
address many of the concerns raised during the February 20 protests, women s groups have 
questioned whether limiting the youth seats only to men respects the letter and spirit of pursuing 
gender parity guaranteed by the constitution. 

The electoral system also seems to significantly impact the internal party nomination process for 
district-level lists. Knowing that most parties will only win one seat per district, parties can only 
afford to put their most popular candidate - often someone with financial means and/or a high 
public profile - as the first person on the list. This presents a dilemma for parties that wish to 
respond to the almost universal demand among the politically active and civil society for change and 
"new faces" in politics, but that understand that often the incumbents under the given system are 
better poised to take the only seat the party will be able to secure. While most voters choose 
according to the party symbol, it is widely known they are essentially voting for the candidate in the 
first spot This seems to continue to create a barrier for women and youth participation on district 
lists, as well as for allowing for new, non-incumbent candidates. 

Districting: A redisricting process has been taking place as part of the electoral reform fff^ 
information is available about how this process was undertaken and whether a set of clear criteria, 



. Under the mtbodoj^t nmainder, seats are effectively distributed in two rounds: first, seats are awarded to -arUes who 
have achieved the electoral quota, which is defined according to the Hare method as total votes divided by tola eat. 
The quota is then subtracted from those parties' vote totals. Next, all parties with votes above the legal toshold « 
awarded scats according to who has the greatest number of votes - or, "largest remainder - until aE eats are rftocated 
The Moroccan system I a closed-list system, meaning each party Exes the order m which the candidates are listed. See 
AnnendixD oiUm'sVinalRtport on the Moroccan Ugislative Elections, September 7, 2007. 

a "The slates shall comprise the successive names of two female candidates followed by the name of a We cane lida^ 
Leadership of the slate shall be assigned to a female candidature while the age of the male candidates on the list shaU not 
«ceed S "years at the trme of the" election " (Article 23, Bill Number 27-11 on tire Lower Chamber of Parliament) 
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which had been proposed by some political parties, was applied. In fact, NDI heard from officials at 
the Ministry of Interior, responsible for administering the elections that there was no syste^nc 
process for determining the delineation of districts relative to population. Moreover, a number of 
seats and districts appear to have been added without any systematic correlation to changes m 
population size or demographic breakdown. What is known » that there remains significant 
variation in the size of the districts throughout the country. 

NDI noted a mixed opinion among the political actors with whom the delegation met concerning 
the districting issue. While some, particularly in smaller parties, pointed to the advantage given in 
larger districts to candidates and/or parties with more resources (to the point It was claimed that 
only the wealthy could afford to run in such districts), others noted the potential ^"P 1 "^^ 
of rural votes L many districts, which could skew the election outcomes. Similarly, while smaller 
parties suggested that large districts would dilute geographically concentrated support others 
pomted to le fact that larger districts dissuade corruption and vote buying, as well as strengthen the 
role of parties over individual candidates. 

Nonetheless, based on the information currently available, the significant discrepancies in the 
number of Voters represented by an elected member has not been addressed and disparities of such 
magnitude effectively value some citizens' votes over others'. In 2007, for example, a seat m the 
Tiznit province represented 45,373 voters while one in Zagora, within the same geographic area, 
represented 66,977, a variation of 32 percent. 

The importance of consistent district size has been recognized by the Venice Commission's 2002 
Code of Good Practice in Electoral Matters: Guidelines and Explanatory Report. The Code, along with other 
international norms, recommends a discrepancy in district population size no greater than 15 
percent- "The permissible departure. . .should not be more than 10 percent, and should certainly not 
exceed 15 percent except in special circumstances (protection of a concentrated minority, sparsely 
populated administrative entity)" The Code emphasizes the importance of basing dxstric 
deLauon and seat distribution on demographic considerations, such as overall _ popular >n or 
number of registered voters. 3 Although Morocco's districting process is yet to be fully publicized, 
the discrepancies among some districts far exceed these margins. 

The maintenance of the proportional representation, largest remainder system and the districting will 
likely result, once again, in no party winning a substantial plurality, much less a majority, in the 
chamber of representatives. In contrast to popular will and the spirit of proportional representation, 
some major parties are likely, once again, to win fewer seats than their total share of the votes. 

Political Parties: With the shortened timeframe to prepare for the elections, parties and some 
newly emerged coalitions of parties are still in the process of developing their strategies, campaign 
messages and platforms. In the interim, many parties are attempting to mobilize ciuzens for voter 
registration, given the concern they acknowledge over voter participation rates. These are positive 
indicators. Based on conversations with party representatives from across the pobtical spectrum, 
parties recognize that citizens are looking to parties for change. Though it is not always clear how 
campaigns will specifically respond to this demand, party officials acknowledge the need to address 
citizens' aspirations and concerns in their campaigns and platforms. Related to the public calls tor 



3 The full text is available here: b^//wy.VCTK 
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change, most parties acknowledge that youth are an important demographic that needs to be 
engaged in the political process and in party action. 

More generally, however, despite adjustments within the revised political party law and some efforts 
that parties shared with the delegation, there is still the perception among the pubhc tha he 
behavior or approach of most parties has not fundamentally changed. fhe public pom s to closed 
Vernal mechanisms for choos^g candidates, Mure to enunciate clear positions nd 
failure to engage directly with the citizenry. On an optimistic note, most parties ^owledge his 
state of perception and the possible impact it could have on voter turnout on election day and 
express a desire to respond. Given the truncated timeline for these elections, the delegation 
acknowledges that parties have little opportunity to engage in meaningful and extensive internal 
part)' consultations for candidate selection. 

Mtical Party Vundn^ Ihe delegation was encouraged by reforms to the political party and chamber 
of representative laws and related decrees that provide increased and clearer regulation of party 
financing and candidate spending. These include broadening and clarification of state financing for 
party operations and campaigning, spending limits for candidates and proposals to encourage 
women's candidacies. They do not, however, expressly limit spending by national-level pohuad 
parties in campaigns. Ensuring the enforcement of these regulations with seriousness and equity will 
be critical to building confidence in the legal framework and the neutrality of the state. Further 
refinement of the framework for financing of campaigns will be important for future elections. 

Media Access: The delegation appreciated the opportunity to meet with the Higher Authority for 
Audiovisual Communication (HACA) and notes the uniqueness of such a regulatory agency in the 
Middle East and North Afr.ca (MENA) region, as well as the professionalism it seems to display. 
While it is commendable that there is oversight of the media by a semi-independent agency and that 
equitable access to public media is regulated by law, some parties with whom the delegation met 
believe that the formulas for allocation of air time are to the detriment of parties with limited or no 
representation in parliament. 

The NDI delegation notes that there are no clear criteria or formulae on the allotment of the timing 
of coverage provided to political parties. Since the HACA acknowledges that they arc on y 
mandated to regulate overall access, there are no mechanisms to ensure that parties receive equitable 
coverage during "prime time" viewing hours or that differences are made among different types ot 
prooramming related to the elections. The shortcoming on the timing of allocation is compounded 
by a further weakness, in that the allocation of equitable time is applied to the whole campaign 
period rather than on a dally or weekly basis. It is conceivable, therefore, that smaller parties could 
be allocated all of their - already limited - time at once, at the end of the campaign, during a time ot 
day when viewership is low. 

Moreover, since analysis of the level of coverage of the parties is not concluded until after the 
election, there is no enforcement of the rules that would impact the course of campaigns. 

Voter Participation: Overall, the primary concern among virtually all of the actors with whom the 
delegation met related to the level of voter turnout for the elections. Several times, breaking the 50 
percent turnout level was mentioned as a satisfactory (and soil challenging) rate. These concerns 
seem to stem from the experience of the historically low 37 percent rate experienced in 2007, and 
are reinforced by the sense expressed by many that the public is not encouraged by developments to 
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date Although widely expressed, the concern over the potential impact of low voter turnout had 
various interpretations. Some said turnout would determine the legitimacy of the overall reform 
process others that it would establish the credibility of the new parliament and the likelihood ot 
continued discontent, which could, in fact, be further inflamed. Although the information is 
anecdotal, there is a widespread perception that election campaigns are fraught with corruption; 
negative perceptions about the integrity of the system can also lead to cynicism toward the ellicacy 
of the political system as a whole and, hence, to voter apathy. 

Election Administration: Under the revised electoral framework, the Ministry of Interior remains 
the body responsible for administering the elections. Almost all actors indicated that the election 
administration at the national level is technically sound and professional. It is noteworthy that the 
reform of the voter list administrative committees, in which judges are now placed in charge ot 
collection and review of voter lists, was seen as a positive sign by virtually all parties and actors, lhe 
elimination of presenting a special voter card in favor of using the national identity card is perceived 
as a positive development, as there was some confusion over the distribution of voting cards in the 
past. Similarly, the outreach efforts to encourage eligible citizens to register to vote are taken as 
encouraging signs. 

While distinctions were made between the operation of election authorities at the national and local 
levels, many people with whom NDI met remain skeptical that the Ministry would remain neutral. 
For their part, Ministry officials with whom the delegation met seem to see themselves as 
implementers of the law with no flexibility to create supporting regulations or to interpret the legal 
framework where there are ambiguities. Decisions and interpretations inevitably need to be made in 
election processes. 

Having an independent election commission empowered to interpret and regulate the election legal 
framework solves this. The establishment of independent electoral bodies has become a common 
trait of elections around the world. In some countries, commissions play a role in advising the 
Ministry of Interior on election administration or even taking over management responsibility. Based 
on their ability to act as unbiased administrators among political parties, candidates and observers on 
behalf of citizens, independent electoral commissions can help to increase public confidence in the 
integrity and transparency of the process. 

Voters' List: The voters' list for the 2011 elections is based on a 1992 voters' register that has been 
updated and revised periodically. The Ministry of Interior opened a voter registration process in late 
September that will last through October 27, and has expressed a commitment to removing names 
of people who have died or are no longer eligible to vote before the November 25 election. As 
noted, the outreach effort by parties and the Moroccan authorities to encourage voter registration is 
a positive sign. 

The new voter registry law charges the Ministry with eliminating duplicate names on the list. 
Clarifications should be made to ensure that criteria beyond a voter's name arc being used to 
determine if a voter is registered twice. It would also appear under the language of the law that 
voters who were already registered to vote and whose national identity card was not listed on their 
registration now need to re-register to vote. 4 This should be clarified or addressed. 



4 Per provisions 12.2 in Chapter III and 5.4 in Chapter II of the Bill Number 36-11 on Renewing and Computer 
Processing of the Definitive General Voters' Lists in View of Their Updating. 
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Information about a process to check the list or appeal any mistakes or «^^^^ 
as is the specific timeline for each phase of this process, including complaints and appeals. Inis is 
^problematic given the shortened feline of these particular elecUons ^d. * 
national and religious holidays that could affect admmistrattve processes. Even ^^^Z 
law, these elements remain unclear to the public and political parties, which £ 
review and register complaints regarding errors. It is anticipated that the final voters kst ^U _ be 
published only days before the election, leading to potential confusion on election day and possibly 
even some ^disfranchisement of legttimate voters. Civic groups and political parties have 
noted that this is particularly concerning given the requirement for both candidates and domestic 
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Unusually, the delegation heard concerns from political parties and civic groups over the high 
number of polling places - approximately 40,000 - and the potential for that to hinder effective 
election observation. At the same time, having many polling places eases access to the polls for 
voters. It must be determined how these polling place locations have been allocated relative to the 
population to make any further findings. 

Voter Education: Voter education and mobilization efforts in 2007 were significant, with 
campaigns by the election authorities and public-private partnerships reaching across the nation to 
encourage voters to register and participate, as well as providing information about how to vote. At 
the moment, it is unclear to the delegation the level or effort of voter education that will take place 
before voting, particularly in light of the shortened preparatory timeframe. The delegation heard of 
no significant initiatives underway or in preparation. Effective voter education cannot be limited 
only to the process for election. day. Information about the registration process seems to have been 
disseminated widely; information about the other regulatory and procedural aspects of the elections 
is equally relevant to voters, political parties and observers. Given the shortened timeline, some 
regulations are necessarily still being determined. However, the Moroccan authorities can build 
further confidence in the process by ensuring that information is released in a systematic and timely 
manner. 

With the high spoilage rates for ballots experienced in 2007, recommendations were made by 
international observers to redesign the ballot and test it with voters. Despite the recommendation, 
election authorities indicated that the ballots will remain the same as they were in that election and 
discussion of any change seems to have been limited at best. However, those rates suggest that there 
is a real need for voters and polling officials to understand the rules and regulations of the voting 
procedure and, more specifically, the ballot. 

Recommendations 

In the spirit of international cooperation and of the democratic values we share, the delegation 
respectfully offers the following recommendations: 

1. Authorities responsible for coordinating observation and accrediting organizations and 
individual observers should clarify criteria, timelines and other vague elements in regulations. 
This information should be disseminated widely and in a timely manner, and polling officials 
should be well educated on the rights and responsibilities of observers. Further, the authorities 
should demonstrate flexibility as domestic and international observers tackle practical challenges 
in deploying within such a short timeframe. 

2, The Moroccan authorities should enforce, in an even-handed and impartial manner, all the rules 
regarding campaigns, including the prohibition on vote buying, the prohibition on the use of 
public resources or religious institutions for campaigning, and campaign finance regulations. 
Authorities should strive to ensure that the entire election process takes place in a peaceful 
environment free of violence or intimidation. 



might field upwards of 400 observers. International groups might include NDI, the European Union, the Arab League 
and others. 

10 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/13/2012 2:51:06PM 



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 01/13/2012 2:51:06 PM 



3. Efforts should be made by the authorities to clarify elements of the legal framework on voter 
lists, as well as ensure that voters, political parties and civil society are able to check the 
information and file complaints that will be adjudicated in a timely and efficient manner before 
election day. 

4. Final vote tallies should be made available publicly immediately upon their tabulation, including 
both aggregated totals and disaggregated tallies by polling station. 

5. The practice of burning valid ballots immediately after vote counting should be discontinued in 
light of international norms and best practices for dispute resolution. Similarly, election 
authorities should continue to make all efforts to ensure the security of unused ballots. 

6. Moroccan civil society itself should be sure to monitor the electoral process more broadly than 
just election day, covering the campaign period and endeavoring to cover areas outside of urban 
regions. 

7. Parties should strive to earn the trust of voters through responsive platforms and voter outreach 
efforts, and give consideration on how to maximi2e the involvement of new participants, youth 
and women within campaigns and as candidates. 

8. Over the longer term, and perhaps with an eye to early municipal elections in spring 2012, 
Moroccan authorities should consider revisions to the electoral system, as well as to districting, 
to aim for greater equality of districts based on internationally recognized criteria. Further, media 
regulations, campaign finance rules and other regulatory laws should be reviewed, clarified and 
strengthened. 

9. Importantly, future reform initiatives should provide time and opportunity for more inclusive 
and public consultation with political parties, civil society and citizens themselves. 

Contacts 

For further information, please contact: in Rabat, Susan Stigant at + 212 537 671 619/26; in 
Washington, DC, Andrew Farrand at + 1 202 728 5500. 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Wednesday, August 03, 2011 11:48 AM 
'Noorulain Khawaja' 

INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY: Jawad Kerdoudi, Moroccan Institute of International Relations 



Hi Noorulain - 

A bit more forward planning this time! 

I wanted to let you know that the president of the Moroccan Institute of International Relations (IMRI), Jawad 
Kerdoudi, will be in DC from August 10-17. In addition to his executive position at IMRI, Jawad Kerdoudi 
teaches international trade at graduate level in Rabat and Casablanca. He is the author of several books on 
Moroccan external trade, on the Spanish model in addition to regular articles and commentaries in the 
Moroccan media. 

As Im sure you know there will be a vote in Morocco soon after Ramadan following the decision to move ahead 
with pro-democratic reforms. 

I'm sure Mr Kerdoudi could provide a unique view of the reform movement and current events in Morocco. 

Please let me know if you are interested in speaking with him and I would be happy to make the arrangements. 

Best regards, 

Sara Parker 
202-479-7145 



From: Noorulain Khawaja [mailto:noorulain.khawaja@aljazeera.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2011 12:18 PM 
To: Sara Parker 

Subject: RE: Morocco voted for reform - what's next? 

Unfortunately, this won't work. Hopefully next time he's in the States we can arrange something. 

From: Sara Parker [mailto:sara.parker@grayling.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2011 12:14 
To: Noorulain Khawaja 

Subject: Re: Morocco voted for reform - what's next? 
Good morning- 

Driss El Yazami could meet with you tomorrow 
from 2:30-3:00. 

He will be between meetings in downtown DC. 

Is it possible for you to come to him. I'm afraid if we have to bring him to your studio 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Friday, May 20, 2011 3:49 PM 
'maha.atal@gmail.com' 

News from N. Africa: Mbarka Bouaida - young, female and a member of the Moroccan 
Parliament 



Hi Maha! 



I have been reading your writing in Forbes and on Instant Cappuccino and hope that you would be interested in 
a female voice from N. Africa visiting the US to promote entrepreneurism. 

A delegation from the Kingdom of Morocco will be attending the closing bell ceremony at the NASDAQ on 
Thursday, May 26. In the delegation is a woman named Mbarka Bouaida who was elected in 2007 as the 
youngest member of the Moroccan Parliament. 

A Moroccan of Sahrawi origin, she is a member of the National Council of the National Rally for Independents 
(RNI), which forms a part of the current Moroccan governmental coalition. She was the Chair of the Committee 
of Foreign Affairs, National Defense and Religious Affairs, after serving two years as Vice-Chair of the Finance 
and Economic Affairs Committee. She also represents Morocco in the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary 
Assembly. After completing her studies in financial management in Casablanca, Ms. Bouaida received her 
Master's in Marketing and Communication from the Universite de Toulouse in France and her Master's in 
Business Administration from Greenwich University in Great Britain. 

Ms. Bouaida speaks French, Arabic, English and Spanish fluently and is well versed on women's issues, youth 
issues and entrepreneurism in the Islamic world. She offers a unique view from North Africa at a time when the 
region is undergoing dramatic change. 

I would be delighted to arrange an interview with Ms. Bouaida for you. Traveling with her is Soraya Badraoui, 
President of the Moroccan Women's Entrepreneurship Association who is also available for interviews. They 
are in New York next week and available on May 25 and 27 - please let me know if you are interested in 
meeting Mbarka Bouaida and/or Soraya Badraoui. 

Thank you 
Sara Parker 



Sara Parker 

Senior Vice President 



202-479-7145 

Skype: sara.parker.grayling 

www, gray 1 i ng .com 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Tuesday, October 25, 2011 12:34 PM 
'ljenkins@npr.org' 

Interview Opportunity: Moroccan Woman's Rights Advocate in DC 



Hi Loren 



As you know the elections are fast approaching in Morocco and I wanted to let you know about a unique 
interview opportunity. 

Zineb El Adaoui is one of the most powerful women in charge of economic accountability and governance in 
Morocco and is visiting DC to attend the International Women's Forum. 

Ms. El Adaoui is an advocate of ethics, open access in government and a leading figure in the Moroccan 
women's movement. She has been outspoken on the topic of reform and the campaign to introduce positive 
change in Morocco - long before the February 20 Movement. 

Ms. El Adaoui is currently the Presidente de la Cour regionale des comptes (regional GAO) de Rabat (and 
Kenitra), whose mission is to independently audit and control management and accounting of regional public 
funding. In auditing elected officials, her office enforces accountability, transparency and good governance. 
Since 2010, for the first time, each of the nine regional "cours des comptes" have been mandated to audit the 
personal finances of regional leaders having access to government funds. 

As one of three women appointed by the King to the Advisory Commission on Morocco's "Regionalisation," 
Ms. El Adaoui is passionate about Morocco's progress during this historic time. Her role as a woman leader and 
international figure gives Ms. El Adaoui a unique perspective that she is eager to share. 

If you are interested in speaking with her I would be happy to arrange an interview next week. 

thank you 
Sara 

434-851-8762 



sara parker 

senior vice president 

202-479-7145 

skype: sara.parker.grayling 

www.grayling. com 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Tuesday, October 04, 2011 3:17 PM 
'lkassenaar@bloomberg.net' 

INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY: Mbarka Bouaida - young, female member of Moroccan 
Parliament 



Hi Lisa, 

Sincere apologies for the late notice. 

A delegation from the Kingdom of Morocco is in New York and includes a young woman named Mbarka Bouaida who 
was elected in 2007 as the youngest member of The Moroccan Parliament. 

A Moroccan of Sahrawi origin, she is a member of the National Council of the National Rally for Independents (RNI), 
which forms a part of the current Moroccan governmental coalition. She was the Chair of the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs, National Defense and Religious Affairs, after serving two years as Vice-Chair of the Finance and Economic Affairs 
Committee. She also represents Morocco in the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly. After completing her 
studies in financial management in Casablanca, Ms. Bouaida received her Master's in Marketing and Communication 
from the Universite de Toulouse in France and her Master's in Business Administration from Greenwich University in 
Great Britain. 

Ms. Bouaida speaks French, Arabic, English and Spanish fluently and is well versed on women's issues, youth issues and 
entrepreneurism in the Islamic world. She offers a unique view from North Africa at a time when the region is 
undergoing dramatic change. 

She is available for interviews tomorrow and I would be delighted to arrange an interview with her for you or any of 
your colleagues - please let me know if you are interested in meeting Mbarka. 

You can reach me on email as above or on 434-851-8762. 

Thank you 
Sara 



sara parker 

senior vice president 

202-479-7145 

skype: sara.parker.grayling 

ww w.gr ayling.co m 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Friday, July 01, 2011 10:29 AM 
'Daniel.Dombey@FT.COM' 
Morocco Votes 



Dear Daniel - 



Moroccans are casting their votes this weekend in an historic referendum on Constitutional reforms. The 
reforms were announced on June 17 by His Majesty King Mohammed VI and are designed to strengthen 
Morocco's democratic institutions and establish it as a constitutional monarchy. 

In addition to voting across Morocco, polling stations will be open worldwide at embassies, consulates, and other 
centers to allow Moroccan voters living abroad to participate. In the U.S., twelve polling stations will be open, 
from July 1-3, in Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York City, Orlando and in the Washington, DC 
area. 

If you are planning to cover the voting in Morocco and abroad and would like to speak directly with a source on 
the events in Morocco and their thoughts on the impact of the reforms we would be happy to facilitate a 
conversation. 

Included below are the names of interview candidates we can offer. Please let us know if we can be of 
assistance. 

Thank you. 
Sara 

434-851-8762 



Ed Gabriel 

Former U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Morocco 
Anouar Boukhars 

Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Studies at McDaniel College and a former visiting 
fellow with the Brookings Doha Center 

Driss Temsamani 

Executive with Citigroup, author and producer as well as Founder and President of SOS Morocco 
Hassan S amrhouni 

A leader of the Moroccan-American community 
Adil Naji 

President and Founder of Arabesque, Inc. a Design and Interior Decoration firm that specializes in Moorish 
Architecture 
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Sara Parker 



From: Sara Parker 

Sent: Friday, July 08, 2011 11:05 AM 

To: 'Daniel.Dombey@FT.COM' 

Subject: Morocco voted for reform - what's next? 

Attachments: Driss El Yazami_bio.pdf 



Hi Daniel - 

Last week Moroccan citizens voted for reform that will further democracy and human rights, create a stronger 
parliament and an independent judiciary, as well as advancing regionalization, religious freedoms and gender 
equality. So what next? 

Driss El Yazimi President, National Human Rights Council and Member, Moroccan Constitutional Reform 
Council will be in Washington next week to speak at the German Marshall Fund on Constitutional Reform and 
the Outlook for Change in Morocco. Details on Driss El Yazami are as below and attached for your reference. 

He is available for interviews early next week and I would be happy to arrange a call for you to discuss the 
future of Morocco. 

Thank you 
Sara Parker 



Driss El Yazami 

Driss El Yazami currently serves as the President of the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom of 
Morocco (CNDH). The CNDH was established in March 2011 to replace the Advisory Council on Human 
Rights, a body created in 1990 to promote human rights and address past abuses in Morocco. In his capacity as 
President, Mr. El Yazami is responsible for investigating and monitoring human rights violations and ensuring 
that Moroccan law is compatible with international human rights law. 

Mr. El Yazami also recently served as a member of the Advisory Council for Constitutional Reform (CCRC), a 
body tasked with developing a constitutional reform plan and organizing a national dialogue on the revision of 
the constitution. From March to June 2011, the Council met with political parties, trade unions, youth 
organizations, and civil society to develop a series of constitutional amendments aimed a consolidating 
democracy in the Kingdom. The amendments, which include the establishment of a constitutional monarchy 
with separation of powers, enhanced responsibilities for local and regional governments, and clear support for 
the multicultural, multi-religious character of Moroccan society, were overwhelmingly approved in a national 
referendum held on July 1 st . 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 



Sara Parker 

Friday, July 08, 2011 11:34 AM 
'damos@npr.org' 

Morocco voted for reform - what's next? 
Driss El Yazami_bio.pdf 



Hi Deborah- 



Last week Moroccan citizens voted for reform that will further democracy and human rights, create a stronger 
parliament and an independent judiciary, as well as advancing regionalization, religious freedoms and gender 
equality. So what's next? 

Driss El Yazimi President, National Human Rights Council and Member, Moroccan Constitutional Reform 
Council will be in Washington next week to speak at the German Marshall Fund on Constitutional Reform and 
the Outlook for Change in Morocco. Details on Driss El Yazami are as below and attached for your reference. 

He is available for interviews early next week and I would be happy to arrange a call for you to discuss the 
future of Morocco. 

Thank you 
Sara Parker 



Driss EI Yazami 

Driss El Yazami currently serves as the President of the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom of 
Morocco (CNDH). The CNDH was established in March 2011 to replace the Advisory Council on Human 
Rights, a body created in 1990 to promote human rights and address past abuses in Morocco. In his capacity as 
President, Mr. El Yazami is responsible for investigating and monitoring human rights violations and ensuring 
that Moroccan law is compatible with international human rights law. 

Mr. El Yazami also recently served as a member of the Advisory Council for Constitutional Reform (CCRC), a 
body tasked with developing a constitutional reform plan and organizing a national dialogue on the revision of 
the constitution. From March to June 2011, the Council met with political parties, trade unions, youth 
organizations, and civil society to develop a series of constitutional amendments aimed a consolidating 
democracy in the Kingdom. The amendments, which include the establishment of a constitutional monarchy 
with separation of powers, enhanced responsibilities for local and regional governments, and clear support for 
the multicultural, multi-religious character of Moroccan society, were overwhelmingly approved in a national 
referendum held on July 1 st . 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Wednesday, August 03, 2011 11:35 AM 
'ccastiel@voanews.com' 

INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY: Moroccan Institute of International Relations (IMRI), Jawad 
Kerdoudi in DC 



Hi Carol 



I loved the interview you did with Leila Hanfi speaking about Morocco. As Im sure you know there will be a 
vote in Morocco soon after Ramadan following the decision to move ahead with pro-democratic reforms. 

I wanted to let you know that the president of the Moroccan Institute of International Relations (IMRI), Jawad 
Kerdoudi, will be in DC from August 10-17. In addition to his executive position at IMRI, Jawad Kerdoudi 
teaches international trade at graduate level in Rabat and Casablanca. He is the author of several books on 
Moroccan external trade, on the Spanish model in addition to regular articles and commentaries in the 
Moroccan media. 

I'm sure Mr Kerdoudi could provide a unique view of the reform movement and current events in Morocco. 

Please let me know if you are interested in speaking with him and I would be happy to make the arrangements. 

Best regards, 

Sara Parker 
202-479-7145 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Friday, May 20, 2011 3:27 PM 
'barden@bloomberg.net' 

News from N. Africa: Mbarka Bouaida - young, female and a member of the Moroccan 
Parliament 



Hi Andrew 

Apologies if you aren't the correct contact for this email. 

A delegation from the Kingdom of Morocco will be attending the closing bell ceremony at the NASDAQ on 
Thursday, May 26. In the delegation is a woman named Mbarka Bouaida who was elected in 2007 as the 
youngest member of the Moroccan Parliament. 

A Moroccan of Sahrawi origin, she is a member of the National Council of the National Rally for Independents 
(RNI), which forms a part of the current Moroccan governmental coalition. She was the Chair of the Committee 
of Foreign Affairs, National Defense and Religious Affairs, after serving two years as Vice-Chair of the Finance 
and Economic Affairs Committee. She also represents Morocco in the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary 
Assembly. After completing her studies in financial management in Casablanca, Ms. Bouaida received her 
Master's in Marketing and Communication from the Universite de Toulouse in France and her Master's in 
Business Administration from Greenwich University in Great Britain. 

Ms. Bouaida speaks French, Arabic, English and Spanish fluently and is well versed on women's issues, youth 
issues and entrepreneurism in the Islamic world. She offers a unique view from North Africa at a time when the 
region is undergoing dramatic change. 

I would be delighted to arrange an interview with Ms. Bouaida for you or any of your reporters. She is in New 
York next week and available on May 25 and 27 - please let me know if you are interested in meeting Mbarka. 

Thank you 
Sara Parker 



Sara Parker 

Senior Vice President 

;u. <:•:.:>• p /li' i 

202-479-7145 

Skype: sara.parker.grayling 

www.graylin jj .com 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Tuesday, May 24, 2011 12:14 PM 
'Abby Ellin' 

RE: Morocco: Mbarka Bouida 



In September Morocco will be in the midst of a political reform movement unlike anything in the Islamic world 
and certainly extraordinary from a monarchy. For your reference here is a clip from the Foreign Minister's 
recent speech at Brookings: 

http://www.brookings.edu/events/201 1/0323 jriorocco.aspx 
Do you think this has women's mag appeal? 

Forbes Women does some fantastic Middle East coverage do you ever write for them? 
Love to hear your thoughts on this! 

Mbarka is available on Thursday afternoon and on Friday - I know that this is a tough weekend and the timing 
is tight but let me know! 
I'm around all day 

Thanks! 



Sara Parker 

Senior Vice President 



202-479-7145 

Skype: sara.parker.grayling 

www.grayling.com 



From: Abby Ellin [mailto:aeliinl23(g)verizon.net] 
Sent: Monday, May 23, 2011 1:16 PM 
To: Sara Parker 

Subject: Re: Morocco: Mbarka Bouida 

Ok, I think I need more deets-but maybe I should just meet with her? Right now not sure how to pitch. 
Women's mags have three month lead times, so is something going on in Sept, say, with her? 



On May 22, 20 11 , at 5 : 1 5 PM, Sara Parker wrote: 

I think the story is what does the Arab Spring mean for women and youth in the Islamic World. Morocco is also 
undergoing a process if regionalization - does this mean more opportunity for women? 

I was surprised and delighted to learn about Mbarka's role in Morocco - it is so rare to hear from young women 
in that part of the world and their perspective, especially with the climate of recent months, needs a bigger 
audience. 
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Sally Howard 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Colin Judd 

Sunday, December 1 1 , 201 1 3:02 AM 
Sally Howard 

FW: Change in Morocco - Interview opportunities. 



— Original Message — 

From: Colin Judd 

Sent: Fri 7/8/2011 2:12 PM 

To: paul.feldman@latimes.com 

Subject: Change in Morocco - Interview opportunities. 

Hi Paul, 

Last week Moroccan citizens voted for reform that will further democracy and human rights, create a stronger 
parliament and an independent judiciary, as well as advancing regionalization, religious freedoms and gender equality. 
So what next? 



Driss El Yazimi, President, National Human Rights Council and Member, Moroccan Constitutional Reform Council and 
Leila Hanafi an international lawyer, at the World Justice Project will be in Washington next week to speak at the 
German Marshall Fund on Constitutional Reform and the Outlook for Change in Morocco. Details on Driss El Yazami and 
Leila Hanafi are as below for your reference. 



They are both available for interviews early next week and I would be happy to arrange a call for you to discuss the 
future of Morocco. 



Driss El Yazami currently serves as the President of the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom of Morocco 
(CNDH). The CNDH was established in March 2011 to replace the Advisory Council on Human Rights, a body created in 
1990 to promote human rights and address past abuses in Morocco. In his capacity as President, Mr. El Yazami is 



Thank you 



Colin 



Driss El Yazami 
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responsible for investigating and monitoring human rights violations and ensuring that Moroccan law is compatible with 
international human rights law. 



Mr. El Yazami also recently served as a member of the Advisory Council for Constitutional Reform (CCRC), a body tasked 
with developing a constitutional reform plan and organizing a national dialogue on the revision of the constitution. From 
March to June 2011, the Council met with political parties, trade unions, youth organizations, and civil society to develop 
a series of constitutional amendments aimed a consolidating democracy in the Kingdom. The amendments, which 
include the establishment of a constitutional monarchy with separation of powers, enhanced responsibilities for local 
and regional governments, and clear support for the multicultural, multi-religious character of Moroccan society, were 
overwhelmingly approved in a national referendum held on July 1st. 



Leila Hanafi 

Leila Hanafi is an international lawyer, currently working as Staff Attorney and Programs Manager at the World Justice 
Project, in Washington, D.C. She previously held a number of positions at the World Bank. As one of the Bank's youngest 
professionals, Leila worked on operations, finance, poverty reduction, and legal reform. She won the highly competitive 
World Bank Middle East and North Africa Innovation Fund Prize, through which she led a legal empowerment initiative 
for young Moroccan women. Leila serves on the Board of several organizations in the field of international law and 
development, including the United Nations Association YPIC, the Moroccan-American Legal Empowerment Network, and 
the Moroccan Center of International Mediation and Arbitration. She has also published several academic papers and 
articles on the legal systems of North Africa, which have been profiled in national and international media outlets. A 
strong advocate of the rule of law throughout her life, Leila has organized and presented at several international forums 
and at high-level World Bank and United Nations meetings, advocating for young people's legal rights and representing 
the young face of development. She is an honors graduate of American University's School of International Service and 
Georgetown University, and currently pursuing post-graduate studies in international law at George Washington 
University Law School. 



Colin Judd 

+1.202.863.4235 direct 
+1.202.484.4884 main 

colin. judd (Sgrayling. com < mailto:colin.judd (gdutkoworldwide.com > 
412 First Street, SE 
Suite 100 

Washington, DC 20003 
www.Rrayling.com 
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Saliy Howard 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Colin Judd 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 3:02 AM 
Sally Howard 

FW: German Marshall Fund meeting - Interview opportunities 



— Original Message — 
From: Colin Judd 
Sent: Fri 7/8/2011 2:13 PM 
To: ufriedman@theatlantic.com 

Subject: German Marshall Fund meeting - Interview opportunities 



Last week Moroccan citizens voted for reform that will further democracy and human rights, create a stronger 
parliament and an independent judiciary, as well as advancing regionalization, religious freedoms and gender equality. 
So what next? 



Driss El Yazimi, President, National Human Rights Council and Member, Moroccan Constitutional Reform Council and 
Leila Hanafi an international lawyer, at the World Justice Project will be in Washington next week to speak at the 
German Marshall Fund on Constitutional Reform and the Outlook for Change in Morocco. Details on Driss El Yazami and 
Leila Hanafi are as below for your reference. 



They are both available for interviews early next week and I would be happy to arrange a call for you to discuss the 
future of Morocco. 



Driss El Yazami currently serves as the President of the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom of Morocco 
(CNDH). The CNDH was established in March 2011 to replace the Advisory Council on Human Rights, a body created in 
1990 to promote human rights and address past abuses in Morocco. In his capacity as President, Mr. El Yazami is 



Hi Uri, 



Thank you 



Colin 



Driss El Yazami 
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responsible for investigating and monitoring human rights violations and ensuring that Moroccan law is compatible with 
international human rights law. 



Mr. El Yazami also recently served as a member of the Advisory Council for Constitutional Reform (CCRC), a body tasked 
with developing a constitutional reform plan and organizing a national dialogue on the revision of the constitution. From 
March to June 2011, the Council met with political parties, trade unions, youth organizations, and civil society to develop 
a series of constitutional amendments aimed a consolidating democracy in the Kingdom. The amendments, which 
include the establishment of a constitutional monarchy with separation of powers, enhanced responsibilities for local 
and regional governments, and clear support for the multicultural, multi-religious character of Moroccan society, were 
overwhelmingly approved in a national referendum held on July 1st. 



Leila Hanafi 

Leila Hanafi is an international lawyer, currently working as Staff Attorney and Programs Manager at the World Justice 
Project, in Washington, D.C. She previously held a number of positions at the World Bank. As one of the Bank's youngest 
professionals, Leila worked on operations, finance, poverty reduction, and legal reform. She won the highly competitive 
World Bank Middle East and North Africa Innovation Fund Prize, through which she led a legal empowerment initiative 
for young Moroccan women. Leila serves on the Board of several organizations in the field of international law and 
development, including the United Nations Association YPIC, the Moroccan-American Legal Empowerment Network, and 
the Moroccan Center of International Mediation and Arbitration. She has also published several academic papers and 
articles on the legal systems of North Africa, which have been profiled in national and international media outlets. A 
strong advocate of the rule of law throughout her life, Leila has organized and presented at several international forums 
and at high-level World Bank and United Nations meetings, advocating for young people's legal rights and representing 
the young face of development. She is an honors graduate of American University's School of International Service and 
Georgetown University, and currently pursuing post-graduate studies in international law at George Washington 
University Law School. 



Colin Judd 

+1.202.863.4235 direct 
+1.202.484.4884 main 

colin. iudd@grayling.com < mailto:colin.i u dd@dutkoworldwide.com > 
412 First Street, SE 
Suite 100 

Washington, DC 20003 
www.grayling.com 
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Colin Judd 

+1.202.863.4235 direct 
+1.202.484.4884 main 

colin. judd (5>Erayling. com < mailto:colin.iudd@dutkoworldwide.com > 
412 First Street, SE 
Suite 100 

Washington, DC 20003 
www.grayling.com 
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Sally Howard 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Colin Judd 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 3:01 AM 
Sally Howard 

FW: German Marshall Fund Event - Interview opportunities. 



Original Message — 

From: Colin Judd 

Sent: Fri 7/8/2011 2:15 PM 

To: cara@huffingtonpost.com 

Subject: German Marshall Fund Event - Interview opportunities. 



Last week Moroccan citizens voted for reform that will further democracy and human rights, create a stronger 
parliament and an independent judiciary, as well as advancing regionalization, religious freedoms and gender equality. 
So what next? 



Driss El Yazimi, President, National Human Rights Council and Member, Moroccan Constitutional Reform Council and 
Leila Hanafi an international lawyer, at the World Justice Project will be in Washington next week to speak at the 
German Marshall Fund on Constitutional Reform and the Outlook for Change in Morocco. Details on Driss El Yazami and 
Leila Hanafi are as below for your reference. 



They are both available for interviews early next week and I would be happy to arrange a call for you to discuss the 
future of Morocco. 



Driss El Yazami currently serves as the President of the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom of Morocco 
(CNDH). The CNDH was established in March 2011 to replace the Advisory Council on Human Rights, a body created in 
1990 to promote human rights and address past abuses in Morocco. In his capacity as President, Mr. El Yazami is 



Hi Cara, 



Thank you 



Colin 



Driss El Yazami 
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responsible for investigating and monitoring human rights violations and ensuring that Moroccan law is compatible with 
international human rights law. 



Mr El Yazami also recently served as a member of the Advisory Council for Constitutional Reform (CCRC), a body tasked 
with developing a constitutional reform plan and organizing a national dialogue on the revision of the constitution. From 
March to June 2011, the Council met with political parties, trade unions, youth organizations, and civil society to develop 
a series of constitutional amendments aimed a consolidating democracy in the Kingdom. The amendments, which 
include the establishment of a constitutional monarchy with separation of powers, enhanced responsibilities for local 
and regional governments, and clear support for the multicultural, multi-religious character of Moroccan society, were 
overwhelmingly approved in a national referendum held on July 1st. 



Leila Hanafi 

Leila Hanafi is an international lawyer, currently working as Staff Attorney and Programs Manager at the World Justice 
Project, in Washington, D.C. She previously held a number of positions at the World Bank. As one of the Bank's youngest 
professionals, Leila worked on operations, finance, poverty reduction, and legal reform. She won the highly competitive 
World Bank Middle East and North Africa Innovation Fund Prize, through which she led a legal empowerment initiative 
for young Moroccan women. Leila serves on the Board of several organizations in the field of international law and 
development, including the United Nations Association YPIC, the Moroccan-American Legal Empowerment Network, and 
the Moroccan Center of International Mediation and Arbitration. She has also published several academic papers and 
articles on the legal systems of North Africa, which have been profiled in national and international media outlets. A 
strong advocate of the rule of law throughout her life, Leila has organized and presented at several international forums 
and at high-level World Bank and United Nations meetings, advocating for young people's legal rights and representing 
the young face of development. She is an honors graduate of American University's School of International Service and 
Georgetown University, and currently pursuing post-graduate studies in international law at George Washington 
University Law School. 
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Sally Howard 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Colin Judd 

Sunday, December 11, 2011 3:01 AM 
Sally Howard 

FW: The Future of Morocco - Interview opportunities 



— Original Message — 
From: Colin Judd 
Sent: Fri 7/8/2011 2:11 PM 
To: barden@bloomberg.net 

Subject: The Future of Morocco - Interview opportunities 
Hi Andrew 

Last week Moroccan citizens voted for reform that will further democracy and human rights, create a stronger 
parliament and an independent judiciary, as well as advancing regionalization, religious freedoms and gender equality. 
So what next? 



Driss El Yazimi, President, National Human Rights Council and Member, Moroccan Constitutional Reform Council and 
Leila Hanafi an international lawyer, at the World Justice Project will be in Washington next week to speak at the 
German Marshall Fund on Constitutional Reform and the Outlook for Change in Morocco. Details on Driss El Yazami and 
Leila Hanafi are as below for your reference. 



They are both available for interviews early next week and I would be happy to arrange a call for you to discuss the 
future of Morocco. 



Driss El Yazami currently serves as the President of the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom of Morocco 
(CNDH). The CNDH was established in March 2011 to replace the Advisory Council on Human Rights, a body created in 
1990 to promote human rights and address past abuses in Morocco. In his capacity as President, Mr. El Yazami is 



Thank you 



Colin 



Driss El Yazami 
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responsible for investigating and monitoring human rights violations and ensuring that Moroccan law is compatible with 
international human rights law. 



Mr. El Yazami also recently served as a member of the Advisory Council for Constitutional Reform (CCRC), a body tasked 
with developing a constitutional reform plan and organizing a national dialogue on the revision of the constitution. From 
March to June 2011, the Council met with political parties, trade unions, youth organizations, and civil society to develop 
a series of constitutional amendments aimed a consolidating democracy in the Kingdom. The amendments, which 
include the establishment of a constitutional monarchy with separation of powers, enhanced responsibilities for local 
and regional governments, and clear support for the multicultural, multi-religious character of Moroccan society, were 
overwhelmingly approved in a national referendum held on July 1st. 



Leila Hanafi 

Leila Hanafi is an international lawyer, currently working as Staff Attorney and Programs Manager at the World Justice 
Project, in Washington, D.C. She previously held a number of positions at the World Bank. As one of the Bank's youngest 
professionals, Leila worked on operations, finance, poverty reduction, and legal reform. She won the highly competitive 
World Bank Middle East and North Africa Innovation Fund Prize, through which she led a legal empowerment initiative 
for young Moroccan women. Leila serves on the Board of several organizations in the field of international law and 
development, including the United Nations Association YPIC, the Moroccan-American Legal Empowerment Network, and 
the Moroccan Center of International Mediation and Arbitration. She has also published several academic papers and 
articles on the legal systems of North Africa, which have been profiled in national and international media outlets. A 
strong advocate of the rule of law throughout her life, Leila has organized and presented at several international forums 
and at high-level World Bank and United Nations meetings, advocating for young people's legal rights and representing 
the young face of development. She is an honors graduate of American University's School of International Service and 
Georgetown University, and currently pursuing post-graduate studies in international law at George Washington 
University Law School. 
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Information about a process to check the list or appeal any mistakes or rejections s sunJady unde« 
as is the specific timeline for each phase of this process, including complaints and appeals. This i 
particularly problematic given the shortened timeline of these particular elections and a number at 
national and religious holidays that could affect administrative processes. Even if elucidated in the 
law these elements remain unclear to the public and political parties, which will limit their ability to 
review and register complaints regarding errors. It is anticipated that the final voters list wall be 
published only days before the election, leading to potential confusion on election day and possibly 
even some undue disenfranchisement of legitimate voters. Civic groups and political parties have 
noted that this is particularly concerning given the requirement for both candidates and domestic 
observers to be on the voters' list to participate in the elections appropriately. 

Transparent of Vote Counting: During its 2007 observation, NDI noted a number of issues related to 
the vote count, including the provision to bum all valid ballots immediately following the vote 
count the handling of unused ballots, simplification of the ballot design for quicker counting and 
the release of results down to the polling station level. No apparent effort has been made to address 
these concerns. 

Election Observation: A hallmark of the revised constitution in Morocco now is the enshrinement 
of conformity with international standards for the observation of electoral processes, which was 
codified, as recommended by international observers in 2007, as the first electoral text legislated. 
The new law outlines the provisions for independent and impartial observation by Moroccan 
national institutions, civil society associations and foreign non-governmental organizations, fhis is 
an important development in Morocco's electoral framework and provides a foundational guarantee 
for citizen and international observers. 

While the Election Observers Accreditation Committee was established in early October under the 
coordination of the National Council for Human Rights (CNDH), and the CNDH has 
demonstrated seriousness and professionalism with its election responsibilities, the specific 
regulations and procedures to accredit observers were released with only a one-time, ten-day 
submission deadline for applications. Based on discussions with officials and domestic observer 
groups the criteria for acceptance remains unclear and perhaps subjective. While it is understandable 
that the Committee requires time to review the applications and process accreditation, ten days is a 
short timeline for registration. Furthermore, no information is available about the process lor 
appeals should applications for organizations or specific observers be denied or whether the 
calendar allows for a timely appeals process. In addition, no provisions are apparent to allow tor 
replacement of observers who might be sick or otherwise unable to observe on election day, which 
will be almost one month after the application deadline. The CNDH indicated in meetings with the 
delegation that it will strictly adhere to the rule that no changes to the list of individual observers can 
be made after October 28, presenting a tremendous practical challenge to both domestic and 
international observation groups. 6 Given the short electoral calendar and the challenge of 
implementing brand new regulations, information needs to be clear, timely and widely disseminated. 



5 Bill Number 30-11 to Determine the Requirements and Modalities for Independent and Impartial Election 
Observation. See also Article 11 of Constitutioo of the Kingdom of Morocco. 

« Based on information available and depending on the accreditation results, it is expected that the Cdlutij Axaaan] pour 
I'Obstrvathn des Election, a national coalition of civil society organizations that have observed elections since 2002, would 
field 3 000 domestic observers, the CNDH would field 240 of its own observers, and various other demesne groups 
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Sally Howard 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Colin Judd 

Sunday, December 1 1 , 2011 2:56 AM 
Sally Howard 

FW: Your story on Morocco. 



— Original Message — 
From: Colin Judd 
Sent: Fri 7/1/2011 1:10 PM 
To: mfisher@theatlantic.com 
Subject: Your story on Morocco. 

Hi Max, 



One of those small world moments. I've been working with the Moroccan American Policy Center here in Washington 
for a couple of months and have been in touch with your colleague Uri Friedman about some sources, but when I saw 
your byline on the Moroccan story today I kicked myself for not having realized you were at the Atlantic; always great to 
reconnect with a Choatie. If you are interested in writing a follow up piece I have a number of people I would be happy 
to put you in touch with for interviews that might help you add some on the ground perspective from Rabat. 



Included below are the names of interview candidates I can offer. Please let me know if you would like me to arrange 
calls. 



Thanks, 



Colin 



Mbarka Bouaida 
Member of Parliament 



Ed Gabriel 

Former U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Morocco 
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Anouar Boukhars 

Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Studies at McDaniel College and a former visiting fellow with 
the Brookings Doha Center 



Driss Temsamani 

Executive with Citigroup, author and producer as well as Founder and President of SOS Morocco 



Hassan Samrhouni 

A leader of the Moroccan-American community 



Adil Naji 

President and Founder of Arabesque, Inc. a Design and Interior Decoration firm that specializes in Moorish Architecture 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 10:20 AM 
'joseph.dyke@gmail.com'; 'fineman@huffingtonpost.com' 
Response to HuffPo: "Libya's new Leaders Liberal? They Don't Even Support Self- 
Determination" 



Dear Joe and Howard, 

Firstly, thank you for covering the important issue of the Western Sahara. Please find below a response to your 
article from Robert Holley, Executive Director of the Moroccan American Center for Policy in Washington DC. 

We would like to invite Mr. Dyke to have a conversation with Robert Holley or Ed Gabriel, the former US 
Ambassador to Morocco, if he is interested in following up on this issue with consideration to the position of 
the Moroccan people. I would be happy to arrange that call at your convenience. Please let me know if I can be 
of assistance - I can be reached on email as above or directly on 202-479-7145. 

Best regards, 

Sara Parker 
Grayling for MACP 

To 9/5 Huffington Post UK column, "Libya's new Leaders Liberal? They Don't Even Support Self- 
Determination" 

by Beruit-based British journalist Joe Dyke 

Response from Robert Holley 

Executive Director, Moroccan American Center for 



It is unfortunate that Joe Dyke's 9/5 opinion piece, "Libya's new Leaders Liberal?" does a serious disservice to 
Libyans, the facts, and to Huffington Post UK readers. 

Most egregious is Mr. Dyke's implication that Libya under Mouammar Qaddafi was a supporter of democratic 
reforms and self-determination. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. For decades Col. Qaddafi was condemned as a state supporter of 
terrorism for most of his years as the "Brother Leader." While best known for the 1988 downing of Pam Am 
flight 103 over Scotland, he also provided safe havens and training facilities for thousands of "freedom fighters" 
over the years, many of whom were responsible for the deaths of British citizens. 

Mr. Dyke casts aspersions on the integrity of Libya's National Transition Council (NTC) leaders because they 
have taken a position supporting Morocco's efforts to resolve the conflict in Western Sahara through 
negotiating a political compromise. His bias is revealed by his narrow view on the recent events in Libya and 
the Maghreb, which seems confined only to advocacy of the Polisario's political agenda on the future of 
Western Sahara. 

Mr. Dyke's assertions, which closely echo those of the Polisario, ignore the most basic facts. For example, 
unlike Sahrawis living under the Polisario Front's autocratic rule in refugee camps in Tindouf, Sahrawis living 
in Morocco have been vigorously exercising self-determination in local and national elections for more than a 



Policy 
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d eca de — declaring their citizenship as Moroccans, electing their own leaders, and approving a new 
Constitution. 

Sahrawis unable to flee the deplorable Polisario-run Tindouf refugee camps in Algeria, are simply being held 
hostage by Polisario leaders, in a situation as morally bankrupt as the support given by Polisario members to the 
Qaddafi regime. 

Regardless of Mr. Dyke's charges, Morocco fully complies with the position of the United Nations Security 
Council on Western Sahara, which calls for a resolution by the parties by negotiating a political compromise. 
Morocco proposed just such a compromise with its April 2007 autonomy, which is supported by the vast 
majority of Sahrawis in Morocco, a growing chorus of Sahrawis living elsewhere, and much of the international 
community, including Libya's newNTC leadership. 

While Mr. Dyke accuses Libya's new leaders of hypocrisy, it is, in reality, hypocritical to suggest that the 
Polisario supports international law, when numerous sources have validated that hundreds of Polisario members 
were fighting to help Col. Qaddafi suppress his own people's rights, in defiance of the UN and NATO forces, 

We hope others countries in the region will join in supporting Morocco's efforts and the UN Security Council's 
request to negotiate a political compromise for Western Sahara. That should include Algeria, which with 
Qaddafi's demise is now the sole primary sponsor of the Polisario. 

It is time for Mr. Dyke and other apologists for the Polisario to visit the Western Sahara and find out what ^ 
Sahrawis really want: it is the continued isolation and internment in the Polisario camps or the growing political 
freedoms and rule of law as an autonomous region of Morocco. 



Robert Holley 
Executive Director 

Moroccan American Center for Policy 



( lie 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Tuesday, September 13, 2011 12:17 PM 
jeff.morency@gmail.com' 

Invitation: Forum on Transitional Democracies and Constitutional Processes in the Arab 
World 



Hi Jeff, 



Hope you had a great summer! I wanted to let you know about a last minute opportunity in Rabat. 

This Friday and Saturday (September 16 th and 17 th ) a Forum on Transitional Democracies and Constitutional 
Processes in the Arab World will take place in Rabat, Morocco, which will bring together decision makers, 
politicians, scholars, journalists, and civil society leaders from Morocco, Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, and 
European Union member States. (Please see the Forum description below for more details.) We would like to 
know if you would be interested in attending this Forum. 

We understand that this is very short notice, but given the timeliness of the Forum's focus and the pivotal role 
that Morocco, and its reform process, plays as an example in the region, we hope that you will be able to 
participate. You would need to travel on Wednesday, September 14 in order to arrive in time for the Forum 
which begins on Friday morning (September 16 th ). If you are unable to cover your costs, all expenses will be 
paid by the Moroccan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and the Moroccan Diplomatic Club. 

If you are interested and able to attend please contact: 

Ms. Wassane Zailachi 

Deputy Chief of Mission 

Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco 

202-462-7979 

wzailachi@embassyofmorocco.us 

We appreciate your time and consideration and hope that you will be able to participate in this upcoming Forum 
- if this is not possible due to time restraints let's make sure that we catch up soon. 



I. Forum Concept 

A number of Arab countries are undergoing political changes that differ in at least three ways: 

• In their nature: violent or peaceful 

• In the events that triggered them: insurrections or citizens' demonstrations 

• In their pace, controlled or endured 



Best regards, 
Sara 



The International Forum on Transitional Democracies 
and Constitutional Processes in the Arab World 



l 
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There have been incidents in the transitional process wherein the outcomes are emerging within a controlled 
evolution after events that precipitated the changes; and there are transitional processes in which ruptures have 
occurred between governments and the people. Such differing transitions reflect the specific nature of the 
political systems of each country. 

Each situation being unique, each country, having its own history and specificities, should take its destiny in 
hand and create its own model. 

However, the path to democracy is demanding in the sense that it requires a balance between freedom of 
expression and respect for one another. Thus, democracy is an evolutionary process that takes root in the 
cultural and social grounding of each country. 

In this regard, legal and constitutional pedagogy is a central element of the democratic debate in these countries 
to achieve the balance that respects all citizens and their needs. In this perspective and in spite of certain doubts 
or uncertainties, the transformational message of the political debates in each one of these countries depends on 
the democratic posture with which it will manage it own transition. 

In spite of the unique characteristics of their respective political evolutions, Arab countries are able to create a 
common basis of universal democratic values while being inclusive of the specific existential elements of each 
nation. 

The new constitution of Morocco demonstrates the possibility of articulating these two basic elements. 

This meeting will be the occasion to share the experiences and to exchange best practices about the 
constitutional processes that several Arab countries are undertaking. 

II. Date and venue 

Date: September, 16th and 17 th 

Venue: Rabat, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 

III. Modalities 

The organizers will cover all participant expenses 

IV. Event format 

• Opening session 

» 2 working sessions: 

o The first will focus on consultation methods within the framework of the constitutional processes 
o The second will discuss the role of the constitution in establishing democracies and the rule of 
law 

• Closing session 

V. Organization 

The event will be organized by The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and the Moroccan Diplomatic 
Club. 

VI. Participants 

This event will see the participation of distinguished decision makers, politicians, scholars, journalists, and 
civil society leaders from Morocco, Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, and European Union member States. 
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Sara Parker ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^_ i _ ii _ iiiii<ii _ iiiii 

From: Sara Parker 

Sent: Friday, November 25, 2011 10:25 AM 

To: aboukhars@mcdaniel.edu 

Subject: Independent: Moroccan elections challenged by voter mistrust 



Good morning Anouar- 

Please see Joe Dyke's story as below - you are quoted at the end. The story is very straightforward - you and 
Ambassador Gabriel lend great credibility to the reporting and this is a much more balanced piece than we 
usually see in the left leaning British media. 

Thank you again for all of your help! 

Best, 
Sara 



http://www.independ^ 




Moroccan elections challenged by voter mistrust 

Joe Dyke 

Thursday, 24 November 2011 

Moroccans head to the polls tomorrow for the first time since King Mohammed VI offered significant concessions towards 
democracy, with continued scepticism about the extent power has shifted to the people. Social activists have announced a 
boycott of the elections and turnout is expected to be low, with the Islamic PJD party tipped to emerge as the largest party. 

With dictatorial leaders falling in nearby Libya, Egypt and Tunisia, Morocco's elections are a testing ground both of the 
King's reforming credentials and of the theory that Arab countries can achieve democracy without major change at the 
top. 

In February, on the back of revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt, tens of thousands of Moroccans took to the streets, calling 
for human rights and democracy in a country ruled by the Alaouite dynasty since independence in 1956. Yet, unlike in 
Tunisia or Egypt, the King remained popular with many of his subjects and was quick to offer reforms, including higher 
wages and an improved level of democracy, plans that were overwhelming approved in a new referendum in July. 

The new constitution promises to give the pre-existing parliament more power, with the largest party automatically 
nominating the prime minister and the King losing control over many areas of policy. Senior opposition figures have 
dismissed the changes as window dressing and are boycotting the elections, with thousands taking to the streets this 
week to protest. 
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"All the parties that supported constitutional reform were not demanding [it] before the Arab spring. So the guys who 
are now asking people to go vote and participate in the elections, all of them were explaining to us for years before the 
Arab Spring that we don't need to reform the constitution. And all the people who are demanding reform are still 
demanding it i.e. they are not happy with what happened in July," said Aboubakr Jamai, an award-winning Moroccan 
journalist once given a three-month suspended sentence after reports in his magazine accused a Moroccan minister of 
corruption. 

Sources close to the King are quick to point out that the new constitution restricts his power and could, over time, 
transform him into a constitutional monarch. Ed Gabriel, former American ambassador to Morocco, said: "I think that 
the whole reform initiative was started by the King of Morocco. There is a lot of excitement to move in the direction of 
reform, he must also empower civil society a lot more than before." 

"In reading this constitution it is not unlike the constitutional changes in Spain 20 to 30 years ago. In that case some of 
the power was held by the monarch, as it is today, specifically religious affairs." 

The February 20 movement, which led the protests against the regime earlier this year, is urging its supporters to reject 
the poll and it is expected that turnout could be lower than 50 per cent. "The government has to show the protesters 
they are for real. Many of them are holding back saying - 'we don't believe it, we don't trust it.' The proof is in the 
pudding," Mr Gabriel added. 

There are few reliable polls in Morocco but the Islamist Justice and Development Party (PJD) is tipped to form the 
biggest block in the parliament, with around 80-90 seats in the 395-member parliament. Under the new constitution 
they will automatically be able to choose the prime minister, but the decision could still be rejected by the King. 

"The PJD needs over 190 seats for a majority but it won't get that. [It] has serious difficulties in the rural areas and that is 
where the most seats are. To compensate for that they have to over-perform in urban areas," said Anouar Boukhars, an 
expert on Moroccan politics. 

The PJD, who take inspiration from the ruling AK Party in Turkey, will be forced to form a coalition with parties it 
disagrees with and in the event that it fails it will be forced to seek out a higher power - the King. 

"The prime minister will be from the PJD but it will not change anything in the system, in the sense that the government 
will be a patchwork of parties who have nothing to do with each other," said Hicham Almiraat, a Moroccan February 
20th activist and blogger. "The King will play the role of arbiter of all this - so we are back to square one." 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Friday, May 20, 2011 11:53 AM 
'adam@resonanceinteractive.tv' 
Mbarka Bouaida 



In 2007, Mbarka Bouaida was elected as the youngest member of the Moroccan Parliament (House of 
Representatives) to represent the Commune of Anfa in Casablanca, Morocco's economic center. A 
Moroccan of Sahrawi origin, she is a member of the National Council of the National Rally for 
Independents (RNI), which forms a part of the current Moroccan governmental coalition. During the 
2009-2010 session, Ms. Bouaida was the Chair of the Committee of Foreign Affairs, National Defense and 
Religious Affairs, after serving two years as Vice-Chair of the Finance and Economic Affairs 
Committee. She also represents Morocco in the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly. 

Ms. Bouaida is currently on the Board of Directors of Societe Petrole du Maghreb, an oil distribution 
company based in Casablanca, where she has held several director level posts since 2003. 

After completing her studies in financial management in Casablanca, Ms. Bouaida received her Master's in 
Marketing and Communication from the Universite de Toulouse in France and her Master's in Business 
Administration from Greenwich University in Great Britain. 

Ms. Bouaida speaks French, Arabic, English and Spanish fluently. 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Thursday, May 26, 2011 2:57 PM 

'alexseminal@gmail.com' 

Invitation to Panel Discussion - June 2 



Categories 



Red Category 



Hi Alex - Ive been reading your blog, specifically your coverage of AQIM, and saw on Twitter that you would be in DC 
next week. 

I thought you may be interested in a panel discussion taking place at ASMEA on Thursday, June 2: 
Terrorism in North Africa After bin Laden: Challenges for US Policy 

Below is the program overview - please let me know if you would like to be added to the guest list. 
My contact details are as below as well - please do not hesitate to be in touch if you have any questions. 

Best regards, 
Sara Parker 



Program 

1 1 :30am- Introduction: The Challenge of Al-Qaeda in the Maghreb (AQIM) 
1 1 :45am- The Landscape After bin Laden 

Richard Miniter, investigative journalist, author of two New York Times best selling-books: Losing bin Laden 
and Shadow War 

12:00pm- Terrorism and Security in the Mediterranean 

Jose Maria Gil Carre (Chema Gil), is a Spanish journalist, author of "Lo que el Frente Polisario Esconde" 
("What the Polisario is Hiding") 

12:15pm- Confronting the Challenge: Efforts by the Regional Players 

Mohammed Bcnhammou, Director of the Moroccan Center for Strategic Studies, Rabat 

12:30pm- US Policy Responses to AQIM post bin Laden 
Professor Ricardo Laremont, SUNY Binghamton 

12:45 Q&A, closing remarks 



sara parker 

senior vice president 

202-479-7145 

skype: sara.parker.grayling 

www .graylin g.com 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Sara Parker 

Friday, July 01, 2011 10:24 AM 
'alexseminal@gmail.com' 
Morocco Votes: July 1-3 



Dear Alex- 



Moroccans are casting their votes this weekend in an historic referendum on Constitutional reforms. The 
reforms were announced on June 17 by His Majesty King Mohammed VI and are designed to strengthen 
Morocco's democratic institutions and establish it as a constitutional monarchy. 

In addition to voting across Morocco, polling stations will be open worldwide at embassies, consulates, and othei 
centers to allow Moroccan voters living abroad to participate. In the U.S., twelve polling stations will be open, 
from July 1-3, in Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York City, Orlando and in the Washington, DC 



If you are planning to cover the voting in Morocco and abroad and would like to speak directly with a source 
the events in Morocco and their thoughts on the impact of the reforms we would be happy to facilitate a 
conversation. 

Included below are the names of interview candidates we can offer. Please let us know if we can be of 
assistance. 

Thank you. 
Sara 

434-851-8762 



Ed Gabriel 

Former U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Morocco 
Anouar Boukhars 

Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Studies at McDaniel College and a former visiting 
fellow with the Brookings Doha Center 

Driss Temsamani 

Executive with Citigroup, author and producer as well as Founder and President of SOS Morocco 
Hassan Samrhouni 

A leader of the Moroccan-American community 



President and Founder of Arabesque, Inc. a Design and Interior Decoration firm that specializes in Moorish 



area. 



Adil Naji 



Architecture 
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Sara Parker 



From: Sara Parker 

Sent: Friday, July 08, 2011 10:58 AM 

To: 'alexseminal@gmail.com' 

Subject: Morocco voted for reform - what's next? 

Attachments: Driss El Yazami_bio.pdf 



Hi Alex - 

Last week Moroccan citizens voted for reform that will further democracy and human rights, create a stronger 
parliament and an independent judiciary, as well as advancing regionalization, religious freedoms and gender 
equality. So what next? 

Driss El Yazimi, President, National Human Rights Council and Member, Moroccan Constitutional Reform 
Council will be in Washington next week to speak at the German Marshall Fund on Constitutional Reform and 
the Outlook for Change in Morocco. Details on Driss El Yazami are as below and attached for your reference. 

He is available for interviews early next week and I would be happy to arrange a call for you to discuss the 
future of Morocco. 

Thank you 
Sara Parker 



Driss El Yazami 

Driss El Yazami currently serves as the President of the National Human Rights Council of the Kingdom of 
Morocco (CNDH). The CNDH was established in March 2011 to replace the Advisory Council on Human 
Rights, a body created in 1990 to promote human rights and address past abuses in Morocco. In his capacity as 
President, Mr. El Yazami is responsible for investigating and monitoring human rights violations and ensuring 
that Moroccan law is compatible with international human rights law. 

Mr. El Yazami also recently served as a member of the Advisory Council for Constitutional Reform (CCRC), a 
body tasked with developing a constitutional reform plan and organizing a national dialogue on the revision of 
the constitution. From March to June 2011, the Council met with political parties, trade unions, youth 
organizations, and civil society to develop a series of constitutional amendments aimed a consolidating 
democracy in the Kingdom. The amendments, which include the establishment of a constitutional monarchy 
with separation of powers, enhanced responsibilities for local and regional governments, and clear support for 
the multicultural, multi-religious character of Moroccan society, were overwhelmingly approved in a national 
referendum held on July 1 st . 



1 
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Sara Parker 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 



Sara Parker 

Thursday, June 02, 2011 10:37 AM 

alexseminal@gmail.com 

Terrorism in North Africa - today at noon 

ASMEA PRESS ADVISORY for 6-2 Panel on Terrorism in N Africa 5-31-ll.pdf; BIOGRAPHIES 
- ASMEA Panel on Terrorism in N Africa Capitol Hill 6-2-ll.pdf 



Importance: 



High 



Hi Alex, 

Just to follow up from my email last week. The ASMEA panel is happening today at noon. I have 
included the invitation as below for your reference along with the biographies of the speakers. Two of the 
panelists, Mohammed Benhammou and Jose Maria Gil (Chema Gil) are available for interviews today 
and tomorrow if you are interested. Both panelists have strong, newsworthy perspectives to share about 
the alarming rise of AQIM in the Maghreb & Sahel, its potential to derail Arab Spring reforms, and also 
Qadaffi's hiring of mercenaries from Algeria and the Polisario. 

Please let me know if you would be interested in attending or if I can provide any additional information 
for your reference. 



Best regards, 



Sara Parker 



i 
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ASMEA 

ui • I II M UUL e t .At. 1 AS U -I VI UA 

TERRORISM IN NORTH AFRICA AFTER BIN LADEN: 
CHALLENGES FOR US POLICY 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tuesday, May 31. 201 I 

EXPERTS PANEL 

Thursday, June 2 

12:00-2:00pm 

S7/7i Strool. NVV 
Washington PC - 
1st f l.:t if Confeionce f v ^ > t it 

Introduction: 77ie Challenge of A! Oaec/a in the I Light et.) (AOIM) 
The Landscape After bin Laden 

RICHARD MINITER investigative journalist and author of Hie New York Times best 

sellmcj books I. osing tun i auoi) and SI aide,; 'A iu 

Terrorism and Security in the Mediterranean 

JOSE MARIA GIL GARRE (CHEMA GIL) Spanish journalist and author expert on 

teiToiism and E uro Med Securit;, issue' 

Confronting the Challenge: Efforts by the Regional Players 

MOHAMMED BENHAMMOU. Director. Moroccan Center for Strategic Studies Rabat 

U.S. Policy Responses to AQIM post- bin Laden 
PROF, RICARDO RENE LAREMONT SUNT Binghamion 

Q&A, Closing Remarks 

MEDIA: Please contact SUZANNE KURTZ at 202 680 6255 or 

2 
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Sara Parker 



From: Sara Parker 

Sent: Friday, June 10, 2011 2:45 PM 

To: alexseminal@gmail.com 

Sub J ect: Preventing the 'Arab Spring' from Becoming the 'Season of Discontent' and Terrorism in 

North Africa After bin Laden' 
Attachments: Dangerous Pragmatism of AQIM (Pham-JMEA 2011).pdf 



Hi Alex, 

I'm sorry we weren't able to get you to the panel when you were in DC. I wanted to share with you the wrap up 
from both the Atlantic Council symposium and the AMEA panel discussion. 

The details of the Atlantic Council symposium, Uncertain Forecast: Preventing the ' Arab Spring' from 
becoming the 'Season of Discontent' , are posted on the Atlantic Council's website at 

http://www,acus.org/event/uncenain-forecast-nprth-africa-pre 

disc ontent and include full transcripts and audio playback of the panel presentations. 

I have also attached an article by one of the speakers, Dr. Peter Pham, titled "The Dangerous Pragmatism of al- 
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb." In the piece, Pham underscores how "AQIM has shown itself willing to partner 
with drug traffickers, smugglers, and other criminal elements as well as dissident factions like the Polisario 
Front in order to gain the resources required to continue the pursuit of its radical agenda over an increasingly 
broader geopolitical and social space." 

I would be happy to set up a call for you to speak to Ambassador Gabriel, or any of the other speakers, at your 
convenience. Please let me know if you are interested or if I can provide any additional information. 

Best regards, 
Sara Parker 

202-479-7145 

skype: sara.parker. grayling 



Experts Warn of Risk to US if 'Arab Spring' Turns to 'Season of Discontent,' 
Call for US to Partner with Reformers to Spur Growth, Positive Change 
Resurgent al-Qaeda, returning mercenaries, will exploit Libya chaos and arms to spread violence 

Washington DC (June 3) — Foreign policy experts at two forums this week examined the seismic changes of the 'Arab Spring' and 
focused on the importance of US and European engagement with progressive leaders in the Middle East and North Africa for 
determining whether the current unrest will lead to reform, repression, or violent revolution. 

Well-armed nwc CTarie s_recruited_by Col. Qadhafj from Mali, the Polisario Front in Algeria, and elsewhere, and resurgent terrorists 
from aKjaeda in the lsjamic M^ghreMAQIM), are stocking up on arms from Libya and are eager to exploit unrest in the region after 
Osama bin Laden's death. 

At an Atlantic _CouncjJ.sj_mrjoAiurn, "Preventing the 'Arab Spring' from Becoming the 'Season of Discontent'," policy experts discussed the 
uncertain forecast and how to promote positive change in this pivotal part of the world. 

1 
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